Information for Leaders

Scouts and Explorers can take part in a sleepover or camping experience at home, under the supervision of their parents or guardians. This should be sleeping out in the garden under canvas where possible but could consider other options. Some sections could organise a ‘night away at home’ together on the same evening and find ways to connect by having virtual conversations and shared activities or challenges.

Nights Away rules in POR, including rules 9.55 to 9.63, don’t apply to ‘nights away at home,’ so long as the young person’s parent or guardian is present and the night away does take place at home. This means that there’s no need for a completed Nights Away Notification (Form NAN) for your Night's Away Permit Holder to oversee, for a qualified first aider to be on site, a Risk Assessment or for parents or guardians to have a DBS check.

While a Form NAN isn’t required, parents or guardians may still want to let their Scout Leader know about their ‘night away at home’, to help volunteers understand which young people have earned what badges when Scouts resumes.






Checklist and Guidance for campers (& parents)

· Think about any risks there might be when camping in your garden 

· Ask your parents whether you can camp outside.

· Have you got somewhere dry to sleep? Make sure your tent is secure and doesn’t leak.

· Where in your garden are you going to pitch your tent? look out for sharp stones; they are uncomfortable and makes holes in ground sheet

· Avoid camping under a tree; if it’s windy, lightening, snowing etc you don't want a branch on your head!

· If you are sleeping on a slope, think which direction your tent will face; sleep with your feet facing downhill not your head as its uncomfortable if the blood rushes to your head. 

· It can get very cold at night; will you be warm enough? Make sure you have warm clothes and a warm sleeping bag or quilt.

· Don’t forget your torch. If you need the toilet during the night, you don’t want to walk around in the dark. Do not use a candle to illuminate your tent! 

· Do not use a candle to illuminate your tent or cook in a tent. It presents a fire hazard and also cooking fumes in an unventilated tent are dangerous

· If you do need to get up in the night, use the path. You don’t want to fall in the pond, trip over the flower bed or have to negotiate prickly plants 

· Are you camping in your own garden or perhaps Grandparents? Make sure you know your way around and what obstacles you may have to negotiate.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]It is natural for a householder to lock up at night so make sure you have a key to the house or that a door is left unlocked, should you need to get inside during the night for any reason such as toilets.  
